


On# 27&28# July# 2015,# Ziad# Abu&Rish# and# Mona# Harb# co&
convened# a# two&day# research# workshop# enDtled# “State#
Building,# Public# InsDtuDons,# and# Social# MobilizaDon# in#
Lebanon:# 1943&1958.”# The# workshop# featured# an# inter&
disciplinary# group# of# scholars,# 9# of# whom#were# present#
and# addiDonal# 5# of# which# parDcipated# remotely.# Each# of# these# 14#
researchers#either#directly#study#the#early#independence#period#of#Lebanon#
or#engaged# in#research#projects# that# rely#on#specific#understandings#of# the#
period.#The#topical#focus#of#the#workshop#is#an#aYempt#to#both#fill#a#major#
gap#in#the#scholarly#literature#on#Lebanon#as#well#as#to#challenge#staDc#and#
excepDonal# frameworks# of# state# formaDon# and# naDon&building# in# the#
country.#

The# first# day# of# the# workshop# featured# introducDons# and# individual#
presentaDons,# which# were# grouped# themaDcally# and# followed# by# focused#
discussion# and# feedback.# The# second# day# was# geared# toward# tackling# the#
commonaliDes# across# all# presentaDons# in# terms# of# major# themes,#
methodological#challenges#and#opportuniDes,#as#well#as#future#plans.#It#also#
featured# an# exclusive# visit# of# the# Archives# and# Special# CollecDons# of# the#
American# University# of# Beirut,# the# staff# of# which# had# curated# a# small#
exhibiDon#of#documents#related#to#the#workshop#topic#and#Dme#period.#This#
workshop#represents#the#first#meeDng#of#what#is#planned#to#be#an#ongoing#
and#expanding#research….#

Read%more,%visit%www.ArabStudiesIns6tute.org
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Publications: Publication of official report forthcoming and will be followed by working papers in preparation for 
publication in a Journal or a book manuscript, pending final versions. Essays will also be featured electronically 
on various platforms with wide circulation.

Papers!and!PresentaCons!

Hicham!Safieddine!!
Banking'Regula,on'in'Post1'WWII'Lebanon:'Derailing'Development,'
Self1'Organiza,on'and'Legal'Coopta,on'

Lea!Bou!Khater!' '
Workers’'Mobiliza,on'for'State'Building'in'Lebanon'194311958'

Sami!AMallah!'
Leveraging'Local'Poli,cs'for'Na,onal'Power'

Hiba!Bou!Akar!
On'Planning'and'the'Spa,al'Turn'in'Development'in'the'Global'South:'
A'Viewpoint'from'Lebanon'
' ' ' !

! !
Mona!Fawaz'
Crashing'the'Party:'Rural'Migrants'and'Ideals'of'Suburban'Modern'
Living'

Abi!Saksouk8Sasso' '
The'Legacy'of'Old'Laws'and'the'Fight'for'the'Commons'

Ziad!Abu!Rish!
Beyond'Excep,onalism:'Ins,tu,on'Building'and'Poli,cal'Organiza,on'
in'Early'Independence'Lebanon'

Zeina!Maasri!' '
Disloca,ng'the'Na,on:'Imagining'Lebanon'in'Tourism'Promo,ons'

Mona!Harb'
The'Route'to'Power:'Camille'Chamoun’s'Municipal'Reforms


